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to Budhiben 
whose life and death entwined 
the imperative of dissent, 
the enormity of struggle ..... 


jan andolan 
Sarkar, Sarkari 
vidyarthi parishad 
padaha 

gotra 

raja 

adivasi 
deepavali 

jati 

harijan 
panchyat 
sarpanch 
patwari 

dalal 
hindu 

mahuva 


bazaar 
goonda 

vikas 

vinash 
mazdoori 
shramik mazdoor 
daru 

thali 

lota 

dalit 

maiya 

bhai 

behn 

ji 

devi 
bhagwan 
prasad 
mandir 
praman patra 
tehsil, taluka 


glossary 


people's movement 
government, govermental 
student body 

administrative system 

a caste grouping 

chiet/king 

tribal 

hindu festival 

caste grouping 

untouchable castes 

elected village body 

head of panchayat 

a rank below sarpanch 
agent/pimp 

religious group 

a tree whose flowers, fruits and leaves are 
used by tribals 

market 

lumpen 

growth, development 
destruction 

labourwork 

labourer 

country liquor 

flat plate 

small, round-bottomed vessel 
lower caste groups 

mother 

brother 

sister 

respectful form of address 
goddess 

god 

offering to gods and goddesses 
temple 

recommendation letter 

an administratine cluster of 1 5-20 villages 


patta 
bhawan. — 
kulhadi 

bidi 

tokri 

bania 

langoti 

nullah 
purdah 
thanedar 
savarna 
laaj-sharam 
mama log 
bhaji 
paayatra 
samiti 
satyagraha, dharna 
1 maund 
desh 
pardesh 
jowar 

dai 

hafta 
jhopadpatti 
nagrik 

mahila manch 
izzat 

jhuggi 

kisan 

ghee 

mahila shakti 
pucca house 
Janmabhoomi 
patidar 

hum tumko dekh lenge 


kadia kaam 


glossary 


deed 

building 

axe 

Indian unfiltered cigarettes 

basket 

traders caste group 

short cloth covering loins 

ditch 

veil 

constable 

upper caste hindu 

respectability, honour 
pejorative term used for tribals by non-tribals 
leafy vegetables 

march 

committee 

protest sit-in 

20 kgs. 


_native place 


foreign land 

pulse variety 

midwife 

commission 

slum settlement 

citizen 

women's group 

self respect 

hutment 

farmer 

Clarified butter 

women's power 

cement house 

birth place 

landlord, big farmer 

we will teach you a lesson / put you in your 
place 

manual construction work 
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{ Introduction 


Even as many will applaud India's stride into its fiftieth 
fl ear of independence, there will be thousands who 


| = 4ould have ample reason to doubt if the coming years 
- LE ee Will provide any freedom from the exhorbitant price 


that is being extracted from them in the name of 
progress, development, modernisation. 


This is not merely a hysterical outcry that refuses to take 
cognisance of the "growth" that has been made 
possible by the present day development paradigm 
and neither is this a rigidly dogmatic worldview that 
embraces romantic notions about tradition. It is a 
reality that a very large section of our society lives with. 


Development has deprived dalits, advasis, women and 
the poor of the very basic tools with which to shape 
and build lives that retain a freedom from want. Not 
only that, development has also robbed from these 
very sections whatever little they have. The unfolding of 
this development has been characterised by 
centralisation of human, financial and natural: 
resources on the one hand, and the most unthoughiful 
and wanton destruction of resource bases on the 
other. In doing so, it has agressed on the fundamental 
rights of people across the length and breadth of the 
country all these years. 


Development is a game plan that has excluded these 
sections of people almost entirely from any benefits 
whatsoever. Displacement is a concomitant of 
development : direct and indirect displacement has 
been a sadly recurring feature for too many people, for 


too long. 
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nt, it is an experience that brings in its 


isplaceme 
e106 Se at strips them of all 


within communities usually targete 
je It marks the beginning of a change th 


wake unprecedented insecurity and disruption. 
support structures or empowering possibilities. 
and society tends to accentuate the inequalities 


cted choices or the curtailment of opportunities, all 
mmunities shrinks 


Enforced displacement at the hands of the state 


inherent in any culture. Not only that because of restri Fae a 
space available to women to negotiate with these inequalities in their own CO 


drastically. The imposition of additional discrimination often accompanies displacement. 


Loss of land and forests are not the only consequences of displacement. It also brings about the loss of 


an entire way of life, of cultures. Most importantly, it dismantles the very raision de etre of these cultures. It 
robs identities of their historicity thereby creating deep fissures in the social and cultural cohesion of 


communities. 


Even as the debate on development acquires national significance little is being said about the effects 
of this development on the lives and futures of women whose experiences are being determined as 
much by gender as any other factor. 


- As ideology and practice, contemporary paradigms of development have led to small and big struggles 
all over the country. These struggles are localised around issues of control over crucial resources like land, 
water and forests. Taken as a whole this resistance to the current model of develooment pursued as 
state policy reveals the international and national forces at play. 


AS part of the communities that are affected by and are resisting this development, women have played 
significant but invisibilised roles. Movements and struggles that have mobilised large numbers of women 
= he not taken full cognisance of the impact of development on women. It is only now, after years 
of struggle and devastation that the large scale and far reachi 

3 ng consequen 

lives of women are beginning to get noticed. : : ee 


® a ae es many times over at Saatalai when as many as 44 organisations and hundreds of 
= Sree - ibaa | 28th March 1995. Saatalai, a village on the banks of the Narmada 
choice. For it wR i i of submergence due to the Sardar Sarovar Project, was a symbolic 
Be ie ond to Be ance against the designs of development, it also represents peoples 
ale p ere resources rather than destroy them. The meeting wa p 
G0 Andolan, with some help from Co-ordination Unit, Delhi a 
And with each woman who came u | | 


p to recount : 
ranges, factories or beautification of her experience of dis 


43 placeme - 
citles a picture emerged that took ee | ee ee 


On frightening dimensions in its 
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totality. As the pain, the loss, the helplessness of displacement surfaced with each account, the enormity 
of the problem sank in deeper. 


And with each moving testimony also emerged a sense of determination and resistance. Whether each 
one of the participants is able to translate this effectively into action is not as relevant as the fact of the 
actual realisation of what displacement really means to women. Each individual/collective act of 
resistance to displacement was being further strengthened by the very act of participating in such a 
meeting where women met as victims and as persons who had decided to take control of their own lives. 


It was for the first time perhaps, that the after effects of displacement its implications for women was 
being articulated in this manner. The meeting recognised both the anguish of displacement and the 
determination of the struggle against it. Politically and personally, it marked a moment in time when 
solidarity rose up spontaneously, without artifice. 


What follows in the next few pages are individual accounts of everything that takes place when the 
state implements projects like dams, firing ranges or power plants. Be it Gujarat, Maharashtra or Orissa 
there is a shocking absence of democratic practice and social justice. 


Women have not taken all this without raising their voices or risking their lives. In each of the accounts 
recorded here there is evidence of whole-hearted resistance. The fact that thousands of women in Bihar 
have succeeded in halting work on the Netarhat firing range or the Koel Karo dam, that the women in 
the Narmada Valley have with their collective strength made it difficult for the state to go ahead with 
the Sardar Sarovor Project in Gujarat, to give a few examples, only goes to show that women are 
indivisibly linked to theirlands, forests and cultures and that they do not envisage a future for themselves 


or their children without them. 


All that the women said at Saatalai is only a fraction of women's experiences, it is only the surface of a 
whole gamut of experiences that have never been articulated or heard. Tens and thousands of such 
stories need to be discovered and revealed. Because the future is at stake, our very lives are threatened, 


society itself is endangered. 
This report is an attempt to capture the spirit of that meeting. With all humility we have to admit that we 


have not been able to replicate it in these pages. But to have not done exer this much would have 
been an even greater loss. It was with that in mind that we decided to transcribe some of the testimonies 


of the women at Saatalai. It was a responsibility we have tried our best to fulfil. 


ord, we have also had to drop some reports entirely. But 


transcribe each w 3 
5 oman said. The idea was also to 


not always possible t : 
a produce as faithfully as possible what each w 


the attempt has been to re 
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e causes of displacement and related experiences. Some amount of editing 


of the report. 

ences and their articulation. Women's 
ble fact of tneir presence in every 
peaks for itself and will be useful to 


cover a wide range of th 
was also inevitable so as to make it fit into the context 


This report, we also hope. can be a record of women’s experi 
voices are seldom found any where at all, despite the undenia 
struggle : at the personal and public levels. We hope that report s 
activists, individual women, organisations. feminists and academicians alike. 

an adivasi woman whose life and death both became 
f women like her who create possibilities for the 
her, as also our pain at having lost her at this 


This report has been dedicated to Budhiben, 
symbols of struggle. It is Budhiben and many thousands o 
future. We express our deepest admiration and respect for 


juncture. 
ae appreciate the support extended to us by Vikas Adhyayan Kendra in the preparation and printing of 
is report. 


Swashraya, 
Baroda 
March 1996. 


i 
el 
JAGMANI TOPNO 
KOELKARO DAM 
j SCMI 
BIHAR 


In Bihar eee ment is occuring in the Jharkhand region for various reasons e.g. coalfields, big industries, dams, 
the Netarhat firing range, army camps (there are big camps, but even small ones are causing displacement). 


The Icchhna Khadkai dam has already been constructed and as we were not involved there, | will not say much 
about that. Women did not participate in that struggle, but men did oppose it very strongly. We lost the struggle, 
people were displaced and rehabilitation has still not taken place. 


| will now speak about the Koelkaro dam. This dam, it was claimed, would produce 710 megawatts of electricity. 
Many different organisations got together to form the Koelkaro Jan Andolan and opposed the dam. In 1986-87 
when the issue of displacement came up, a compromise was reached between the sarkar and the jan andolan : 
the andolan would scrutinise the resettlement sites, only then the project could be given the green signal. After 
that, the jan andolan and vidyarthi parishads got together and worked on it. All political parties also helped us in 
this. We worked together to oppose the dam, there were no internal differences in the group. We did not allow the 


eeereerree 


our areai.e. 12 gotras have one raja. \t is through this that administrative decisions 
daha raja. Any outsider entering the village be it a journalist, an official or political 
n. And only if the raja or others in the village feel that there is no 


The padaha system operates in 
are taken. Every village has a pa 
leader cannot do so without the raja's permissio 
harm in allowing him/her to enter, permission is given. 


e can now say with pride that we have won the Koelkaro struggle. Our future 


Our first struggle was lost. But w 
programme continues to be the same. 
ment as a student and do not have much experience. | have come here to learn from all of 


| have joined this move 
ent. In future | want to continue the struggle. As a student. As a 


you as to how you have sustained your movem 


woman. 


YOTSNA SHEELA DANG 

NETARHAT FIELD FIRING RANGE PILOT PROJECT 
DIST. GUMA 
PALAMU 
_ BIHAR 

isati h 
| represent a student organisation. | want to speak oft ot Loa ae 
reasons why people continue to be displaced even today in Bihar. You have seen the participation of 
struggle against displacement and the impact of displacement on women. 
Women should join this struggle in even larger numbers............ 
In our area in the struggle against Netarhat the participation of women has been much higher than that of men. We 
believe that if the presence of women had not been double and sometimes even treble that of the men, we would 
not have been successful. Not to say that we have won entirely, but in course of the struggle, we have made many 
victories. | 
Sarkar talks of environment. The basis of adivasi life and culture is agriculture, water and forests. Adivasis are so 
close to these, their lives so intertwined with nature that any seperation from it makes it difficult for them to survive. 
We need to raise our voices as women in defense of our right to retain this relationship. But sarkar wishes to oust 
adivasis-the protectors of environment—from their rivers and lands. 


Neal 


e issues concerning displacement in Bihar. There are many 
in the 


In Bihar, Jharkhand is an area rich in minerals. It also has a diversity of communities. Five of these are the original 
inhabitants of the area and form 85-90% of the population. Their situation has deteriorated rapidly because of the 
devastation of the environment at many levels. The Tata Steel company, Bokharo Steel Plant, Hatia heavy 
industries have been set up in Bihar. Electricity is being produced here. But the benefits of electricity have not yet 
reached people living in these areas. 


The villages here [Badwani, M.P.] we can see have electricity/irrigation facilities. In Bihar there is darkness all over. 


On the way to Saatalai, in the train, we could see that villa ici i 
‘ : ges all around have electricity. In Bihar w : 
much light even during Deepavali! di ae 


This was made public through two notifications. 


yf 


Hearing this, adivasi men and women decided that something would have to be done. And everybody opposed the 
range. Men and women, young and old all gathered under a shamiana and sat there day in and out. They 
confronted the police, faced firing and lathi blows. Many lost their lives, trees were destroyed, animals killed. 


The conpensation given was a paltry sum. What was to be done with this amount ? No compensation was given 
for loss of cattle or life. Neither do we hope that in future these will be any compensation given after the range has 
been set up. 

The first phase of the project was to utilise 308 sq. km. and 7853 persons were to be affected according to army 
sources. The total demand put forward by the army was for 19,856 sq. km. 

The population of the adivasis is the highest in the 245 villages earmarked for displacement. 30% of them have 
already left for other regions, many have left because of the factories and industries set up here. 


We have been opposing the range since 1990, but have been more active since 1993. Indira Gandhi has said 
remove poverty. Not the poor. But it seems as though the sarkar thinks that way. Because with the poor around, 
there can be no development ! 


We believe that if any activity or struggle is to succeed women have to participate in a big way ........ 


ry 


_Z MONICA ROY 
PIPARWAR COALFIELDS 
KARANPURA GHATI BACHAO ANDOLAN 
HAZARIBAGH 
BIHAR 


WY | 


i i i Ifields in 
Hazaribagh is one of the oldest districts of Bihar and is an important city of South Bihar because of the coalfi 


and around the area. 


We are part of the Karanpura Ghati Bachao Andolan. Karanpura Ghati has one of the biggest es a oe it 
has 23 projects. Every project covers 12-20 villages. The entire project displaces 250 villages. Piparwar is the first 
project and covers and area of 2800 acres. Each coalfield has a life of 30-35 years i.e. after these many years, the 


project will be wound up. 


The Piparwar project affects 10 villages, the first of which is Magardaha. The entire village has been 
evacuated. The compensation given is very low—Rs. 300-500 per acre. Magardaha is empty. and people have 
been resettled in Chidainya and Juhnia, both are heavily forested. 


The worst part is that these adivasi and harijan families that have been uprooted and resettled here have been 
compensated for the land they have lost on the basis of survey land valuations made 50-60 years back. Some 
have received compensation, some have not. There are very few big farmers in South Bihar and very rarely do 
people have 30-35 acres of land. Because of this they have been denied compensation. So people who own 60-70 
acres land have got compensation only for residential plots i.e. for about 1-2 acres. And those who were till 
yesterday fairly well off have been reduced to penury. 


Adivasis have been resettled and in the name of resettlement they have received only 5 ares of land. Much like the 


way Cattle are kept in sheds, every adivasi has been given a 5 are plot in one acre of land. That is, one acre of land 
has been divided into 5 are plots and given to adivasis alongwith Rs. 5000. 


| 


es an 3 acres of land have been given jobs. That too, they have not got jobs in the same coalfield. According 
o the rules people who have lost their lands to the Piparwar project should get jobs there itself. But in Hazaribagh 


Another aspect of this displacement is that people who used to earn daily wages have been very badly affected. 
Because they had land, the forests gave them fruits and medicinal herbs that they used to sell. The forests were a 
source of livelihood. 


The land acquired for the project had not been cleared by the Environment Department. The andolan created an 
uproar over this. After that the government backdated the acquirement. Before the acquirement notices have to be 
issued. There is a special court in Ranchi where people can claim and issue notices to the government. What the 
authorities did was to backdate the land notices which prempted people from making claims. 


Notices are issued in English, the sarpanch or the main leaders are given these notices. Adivasis do not 
understand English. We tried organising people. But there are sarkari dalals who have got Rs. 200-500. And the 
least informed, those without any means of support, did not get anything : they lost their homes, their lands. 


This is the unfolding of destruction in the name of development. Any description of their condition will fall short of 
their reality......... Adivasi life is communitarian, they have their own lifestyle, language and culture. All this has been 
lost, their own societal structures have collapsed. The education of their children is finished......... 


Women have had specific experiences. In comparision to other castes, adivasi women have more freedom. Their 
society is more open. It is amongst the upper caste hindus that there are many restrictions : the purdah system, 
dowry and so on. All this is absent in adivasi society. Adivasi women take decisions in the family, participate 


equally in economic activity like farming. Whether it concerns economic activities, upbringing of the children or 


those pertaining to the family, women take equal part in all. 


Displacement has uprooted them and put them in other villages where they are exploited mentally and physically in 
tom of mahuva collection and the brewing of liquor has been distorted.......... 
never having needed it as they produced their means of sustenance and lived 
off it. Monetised economy and the bazaar never had a place in their lives. Today they ee not know how to use the 
money received as compensation. Banks and its rules and regulations inhibit them, neither do they know how to 
benefit from keeping their money in banks. So they misuse the amounts they have got. Sometimes the da/a/ cheats 


them of money. 


every possible way. The social Cus 
They have never dealt with money, 


10 
the money is used up and then 


duce in their fields. After 2- 3 years . 
en n. The goonda type of people in 


They now have to buy the rice they used 
din the villages they have been resettled i 


they are on the streets. They have no lan 


these villages exploit women sexually......... 
al cohesion and unity has therefore been 


mmunities have been broken up and resettled in different villages : soci 
- ave taken up sex work after having been 


ruptured. The entire society is gradually facing destruction. Many:women h 
exploited by men. 


When adivasi men have money to use, they d 
structures that act as a pressure on them. 

The most glaring insensitivity of this resettlement is that while the sarkar has set up institutions in the name of 
preserving adivasi culture elsewhere, here their gods and places of worship have been lost. And the sarkar has 
turned a blind eye to this fact. The end result is loss of culture, loss of economy. 


The government has made an agreement with the Australian government that their technology will be used for 
mining. One machine will displace 500 people from jobs. The myth being perpetuated here is that modern 
technology will provide jobs for many. But the ill-informed adivasi is unable to understand what this means. The 
government will get coal and the nation will develop, but this development will not be ot any use to the people. In 
fact the introduction of technology will actually deprive people of badly needed jobs. 


tink. Domestic violence has increased in the absence of community 


We have been making efforts to explain to people. But they are confused and just do not understand the changes 
that are taking place in their lives. After the Piparwar project, the Ashoka project is slated to take off. This is the 
biggest project and will affect 20 villages. Many are however, opposing this project. 


ee women are now migrating from villages. They have been reduced to looking out for mazdoori. Many women 
end up as sex workers. A recent report from Patna will make your blood run cold : some adivasi women have been 
removing shrouds from over dead bodies, washing them and then Selling these on footpaths in Patna ! Can there 


be a more telling account that this. Adivasis i 
are being forced to survive by sellin 
bodies. The sarkartreats adivasis worse than animals. : etimaige 


We have been resisting these projects for a long time. But there are many hurdles. We have a few basic demand 
ands. 


People have a right over the land the 
: y have been occupying. They sho 
that is found there. Not lose their lands and become ies : SE ealadlampanlis. Pie oa 
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Hazaribagh is a densely forested area and this being Asia's biggest open colliery these forests are relentlessly 
being cut down. In Australia trees are cut down, the mud collected and coal extracted. Once all the coal has been 
removed the mud is put back and the trees are replanted. The same procedure is supposed to be followed here 
too. But in reality trees have been cut down the coal extracted, the trees are then being sold off. The land is left just 
like that. If people are given the land for coal extraction, it would definately not be rendered useless. It would be 
used for farming and the environment would be preserved. A tree takes 20-25 years to mature and the sesame 
trees grown here fetch a price of Rs. 30-35,000 each. Such valuable trees have been destroyed without as much 
as a thought............. 


Another demand we have made is land for land compensation. Land is used over generations, the survival of the 
coming generations depend on it. Coal mines that are being dug here will not even sustain one generation. This is 
certainly a move towards destruction. Where is the development ? 


The rate of adivasi population in Tandwa area (30-40 kms away from Hazaribagh) has been decreasing at the rate 
of 15% a year and has gone down by 30% already. Their numbers will keep decreasing till, we fear, all trace of the 
adivasis will vanish. Adivasis will then be kept in zoos and the government of India will exhibit these creatures to 
foreign visitors ! 

In the name of development 1217 adivasi families and 973 harijan families will be affected here by this project. A 
total of 3010 women are to be displaced.......... In the next 10 years the Damodar river will be destroyed because of 
the dust from the colliery. The same will happen to the Bokharo river. And this, when South Bihar does not have 
too many rivers to boast of. 


e villages. Then they began to work hand in glove with CCL. They did 


Many political parties initially organised th 7 
‘3 thing they had. We tried to co-ordinate with some groups within these 


dalali and earned money. People lost every | 
villages. Because of their experiences with political parties they have lost faith. 


.; CCL broke up the organisation. They gave the people contracts : to construct 
houses, wells or roads. This brought an end to the work of committees that we had formed. 

People have been duped earlier. They do not trust us easily. They Bay, if we trust you today ii ‘caaau 
that you will not become dalals tomorrow ? We face uprootment, will your intervention prevent that they ask. | 
eve in violence. They think that we are against development. That we are confusing 


i -up on 
nd instigating the adivasis. They have often attacked us, they pressurise us. As a result we cannot a . 
: rt procedures, We cannot stopover in villages at night. In this atmosphere of fear mestingne cannot be 
i ; ve decisions cannot be taken. We have now begun informal literacy classes with adivasi children. 
collect 


e up against are NGOs that receive funds fro 


We started working with small group 


Then there are groups that beli 


i m the Australian government to work on 
Another obstruction we ar 


12 


money from CCL, but take foreign 


rehabilitation, for vikas ? !! These are also dalals of a sort. They do not take 


funds and gain credibility. This affects the struggle. 

Have uprooted people ever been sucessfully rehabilitated ? With the loss of means of livelihood how can they be 

rehabilitated 2 Where will they go ? They cannot push pens or take advantage of reservation. We believe in 
em. They say : we build houses, dig wells, 


struggle so that forests and lands are saved. But these NGOs mislead th 
deprives you of all this. People see short term benefits and give 


make roads. The other organisation (meaning us) 


in to the slow poisoning. 
What does our organisation have ? Only our bodies, our hands. Which is why we are not able to struggle 


effectively against the capitalist system. With one step forward we are being dragged three steps back. 
We feel that if women are included in the struggle it will be strengthened. And if women emerge in th leadership, 


threats on life and violent struggle will decline. 
| have been involved in political work since | was 15 and so struggle gives me satisfaction. Especially when women 


get organised............ 


13 


— 
b 


SHUMITA 

INDIRA GANDHI NAHR 

RAJASTHAN 
a years back when | was associated with Urmul we had gone there to see what the situation of the people was 
like......... we saw that most people had been given barren lands. Some have lands close to the canal and so there 


is waterlogging. When we began work we saw that those who have land near the canal are not well off as we had 
thought. 

In 2-3 years we realised that the former's problems are more acute. We organised a 22 days long nahr yatra. In the 
desert areas the main problem was lack of water and land for poor farmers. Water has not reached them and land 
has been given to the well off. Local people who got land, if at all, got hilly areas where water never reaches. In 
addition the land is layered with bitsum at a depth of 5 feet. This leads to waterlogging. 


The women find that they have lost all that they ever had. And the community has broken up because the lands 
received were at distances of 3-4 kms from each other. Isolation and the burden of work has increased for women. 
Because, earlier they used to grow one crop and now they have to grow two. It is the women and children who do 
most of the work. 

We had done a small survey and fo 
in the fields is being done by girls, while boys are sent to 


through pregnancies and deliveries on their own........... 
women.......... Women say that violence has increased.......... 


und that children living near the canal suffer from greater malnutrition. The work | 
school. There are no dais or ANMs, women have to go 
There are emergencies, often leading to the death of 
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BASANTIBAI, BARGI DAM 
BARGI DAM VISTHAPIT SANGHARSH SAMITI 


MADHYA PRADESH 
| will speak about the problems of the Bargi dam. 162 villages 
lie in the submergence zone of the dam. People have been 


m these villages (which cover 3 districts). Till 
't know where 


uprooted fro 
today they have no means of survival, they don 
‘the next meal will come from. Those who can, have taken to 
PS riishing. Many have gone to cities for mazdoori. Many of these 
are adivasis. Who will go hungry but won't beg for food from 


another house. 


\ 


a 


When they go for mazdoori, many die. They earn some 
money. What they can they bring back home and run their 


: _ ‘families. Adivasi men spend half the money on daru. Food for 
\ \\ children comes from money earned like this. 
\\ \ Of the 162 villages submerged some villages been displaced 


2-3 times and were finally resettled on the edge of the 
forests. Even here the area is waterlogged. The water causes their huts to fall, they put their homes up again, to 
face the same fate. 


Women also face problems. They also go for work. There is nothing to eat here. If there is a meal in the morning 
there is none in the evening. 


This is the condition in all 162 villages. Children cannot be educated. People have sold their cattle, they have no 
food to eat, no clothes to wear. It is very difficult. There are no school teachers, no doctors. Where do they go if 
they go if they fall ill? Bijadari in Marla district, Ghausu in Sivni district. In Jabalpur they go to the colony. Some 
even die on the way to the hospital or while returning back. 


They have a minimum of possessions: a thali, a lota. Before submer 
used to have plenty of ghee, milk. Today they don't even have ash 
of vinash. People in submergence areas have to give up their live 
and many others share the same fate. 


gence many had 60-100 acres of land. They 
es. Sarkar does not think of vikas, it thinks only 
S for sarkar to reap the benefits. Dalits, adivasis 


Some can do fishing. Some cannot. They do mazdoori Buses are full of peo 


le goi j 
nearby places. How do we describe their condition ? It is so bad ee ev coe 


ects we do not see any hope.......... We only 
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have one thing to say : we have seen bad days. The men 
and women of every ghati should not have to go through this 
hell. We will take on this fight the struggle should go on. 
Sarkar will not understand our language. They think people 
who have been submerged are not suffering. They fool us. 
They talk only to the sarpanch, leaders, dalals—all of them 
want to loot us. 


We used to have ornaments covering each part of our 
bodies. We could not do without ghee and milk. We used to ff 
have 36 kinds of grains. Today there is nothing. Forests ae LA 
used to be our mainstay. Till we experienced submergence 
we had never visited or even seen a hospital. Medicines 
came from our forests and homes. All our medicines have 
been drowned now. There are no hospitals either. Where do 
we go if we fall ill. A serious illness means certain death. If 
somebody has gone for mazdoori and the children fall ill, 
that's the end. 5 

In cities they earn Rs. 10-15. In such trying times how can 
they manage with such wages ? Do they feed themselves 
and the children. Or buy clothes and masala ? Even the 
animals of the forests have more izzat than the people of submerged villages. Nothing to cover their bodies, 


nothing on their feet. 


ve not been rehabilitated, despite what the sarkar says. What has been done ? And 
s 2? Where have they put the money ? Sarkar says that we have put the money in 
when all we have faced is involuntary sacrifice. 


ek ec Bargi dam oustees ha 
will sarkar show us the policie 
this, in that. We are expected to be satisfied with such answers 
The city does not have a Narmada maiya. The sarkar has fooled the adivasis. After the construction of the dam the 
sarkar told us not do not go away, you will be resettled. We did not go and when the waters began filling in the 
dam, the sarkar said, let the waters come the people will flee like rats. 

what an andolan was. A petty policeman's entry into the village would send the women of the 
heir homes. We did not know about surveys and all that. When Sharmaji and Medhaji came 
here we did not know them. We thought here come the looters. Yes, when Rajkumarbhai aby he looked re sai 
and we said, people like you have come looted our area and gone, what can you do for us ? | ‘ we = asi 
him this in Marla district. We understood gradually. And now we have won some victories.......--- though the 


has been constructed. 


We did not know 
village scurrying into t 


ao 
? KAUSHALYA PAWAR 
BHIMGARH DAM SANGHARSH SAMITI 

) DIST. SIVNI 

M.P. | | : 

The Sanjay Sarovar dam was constructed on the Bainganga river, work began in 1976, 12 milages ae iene 
People faced many difficulties when the blasting was being done and they got a —— 7 = notice to re 
there. The notice said that people would be responsible for whatever happened if they uid not move. Out of fear 
people left their property and lived for months under neem, mahuva or mango trees. Later in 1984 when the gates 


were closed people had been completely displaced. No provisions had been made for them............. 


People migrated, communities broke up. Families also broke up. No rehabilitation has been done as yet. People 
have been given 5 ares of land. They did put up a stiff resistance. Some got more, some less, others nothing. 


The compensation received was very low, ranging between Rs. 500-1500 per acre, this was true even for villages 
where land productivity was higher. The village of the Home Minister got higher amounts as compensation. 


Political parties carried out an andolan, collected Rs. 15 per acre from each family and became leaders. That was 
the end of the andolan. People did not get anything 1500 persons courted arrest, but returned empty-handed. 
People lost faith. 


We began work in 1990 under the banner of Ekta Parishad. We also-had limitations and could not succeed there. 
Now we have began negotiations with the Sarkar, to give people's suggestions for rehabilitation. There is a 
provision of Rs. 36 lakhs for rehabilitation. But we think that Rs. 36 lakhs is less than the milk offered as prasad to 
the devi! 17 acres of land next to the canal is to be used to make a model town for shramik mazdoors.:‘Rs. 17 
lakhs are slated for this model town. 

We do not think the project will be completed. 115 persons were given 209 hectares of land according to an award 
Passed by the Collector : till today they have no idea where the land is. 


evened out, priority to be given to educated adults 
| : amongst the oustee 
in the dam to be given to oustees. moe 


a7 


meeting held with Medhabehn, the Bargi and Bhimgarh dam 
oustees. The rehabilitation policy now includes the oustees of 
these two dams. We had clearly put our point about 
displacement and land compensation. They assured us that 
everybody would be given equal compensation. They have 
agreed to Rs. 2700 as compensation in principle. But the 
proposal has gone to the Mahasachivalaya in Bhopal. It has not 
began passed yet. 


Our irrigation officers told us that 864 out of 987 families have 

been rehabilitated. But we disagree. To find the correct IN \ 
numbers, teams have been made to conduct village surveys. 6 \ Nuke \ 

The teams comprise of one patwari, one irrigation official, one displacement supervisor and 10 of our 
representatives. Our survey has many columns and will take 2 months to complete. 


The head of the household, 18 year-old adults, daughters in law, sons, mazdoors, adopted children, daughters 
and their children are all to be counted as oustees. Because even if a person has not been directly displaced, they 
would still have rights over the property. This much has been accepted by the authorities. But the sarkar says 987 
families have been affected, we say more than that have been displaced. 


12 villages have been displaced and a total of 26 villages have been approximately affected. There is more 


submergence than is projected. 
We think that the government figures are wrong. The Sivni District Collector has accepted that as in Bargi, here 


too, they do not have a true estimate. Compensation for 45 ha of the canal has now been stopped. It has been 


undervalued, as in Bargi. 
In our struggle we faced problems because of the 1984 


used to think that we would do the same thing. But now 7 
now. They tell us it you don't carry on an andolan we will solve your pro 


andolan when many leaders cheated the people. They 
they come with us. The authorities are also sympathetic 
blems. But for four demands we will have to 


start an andolan. 


In 1994 the dam height was 1512 ft. in 19 
1704 in 1997. This is one of the biggest earthern dams In M.P. 


95 it was 1680 ft. In the second phase in 1996 it will go up in 1962 ft and 


ea 
V" INDIRABAI 
BHIMGARH BANDH SANGHARSH SAMITI 


) DIST. SIVNI 
M.P. 


15 years back | was working in the fields wh 
are you doing, | asked him. Nothing, he rep 


en | spotted a man taking measurements. | went to him : bhaiya, what 
lied, this place will be flooded with water. The water will reach that 


height he said, pointing to a tree. Where will we go 2 | asked him. Go anywhere, Sarkar will give you money............ 


The dam was finally constructed. Yes, they gave us compensation. How much ? The patwari says, what is the 
value of this land anyway. When the cheques were given, some got Rs. 1500, other Rs. 500. We took the money. 
Where do we go ? we asked. We don't have any place they answered. How will we go ? we asked. We will provide 
you with a truck they said. And when the waters came we fled up to the forests. 


We left everything behind-our wood, our homes. We fled to Sivni. Sarkar gave us a pramaan patra which said that 
we could build houses anywhere in Jabaipur district or Mandla district. We went there, took over some land. The | 
basti patel asked us what are you making here ? The letter given to us, what would they understand who gave us 
the letter and what it meant. They did not believe us and came to break our homes at night. The tehsi/dar also 
came, why did you make houses here, this is government land,he told us. We replied, we have made them, you 
pull them down if you can. 


They did not. But went to court instead. Hearings continued for a year after which we had to dish out fines—-Rs. 25 
one year and Rs. 50 the next. This went on for 3 years. Then a madam came along. She said | was to build a 
house here, | will break these constructions of yours. We did not allow her to do that. She got angry. We said we 
will not give you even as much as a pathway, where will we keep our Cattle ? She slapped a case in the tehsil. We 
fought for two years. 


Now it is 15 years since we left. We have neither patta, nor land. 


22 families got together in Sivni to build a mandir for our god Shankar bhagwan. Where after all, will our gods go 


but with us ? We made a small mandir The sar i 
é panch asked, Is this your pro 7 i 
forced us to leave and this is ours, we said. : prone Steen igemenee en beds 


We met the SDM and the dam Official, whoever he is. He said, hum 


aa tumko dekh 
'S going on and | am here for this meeting. | don't know if our brother eee ena 


ie , S are still fighting over it. 
IS IS Our story of misfortune. Sarkar handed us a blind man's stick and threw us into this hell 
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We have educated our children with such difficulty. One is in the 9th standard, the other in the 12th. At the very 
least sarkar could have given one job for one child. They would have been spared the trouble of looking here and 
there for mazdoori. Tell me, can a 6th standard child do mazdooji.............. 


We do not have clothes to cover ourselves. Is this why sarkar has created such a ruckus ? To throw us out. 18 
families are suffering this way. Some have eight members, some twelve. We live in these broken little huts we have 


And for 15 years we have tried to encash these cheques which turned out to be false. 50 cheques in this area are 
false. In the meeting we had the other day we talked about this. | don't know how many thousands these cheques 
are for. And we have been taking them around for 15 years. What, tell me, what can be done about all this ? 


They will be relieved when we die. They say we have given you compensation. What about the abuses and kicks 
that we have been receiving because we have constructed houses in other peoples places/lands ? Who will give 
us pattas ? The contractors have made it good with the dam. Sarkar is making a profit with the sale of fish............ 
they drove half the population out. And they don't care if we die............. 


coapees 
pe 

KANTA MARATHE 

) EKTA PARISHAD 

-M.P. 
We are concerned with issues that are repurcussions of policy level deci 
work in 30 districts in 465 panchayats of 3000 villages in M.P. There are 
every small family which has about 5-10 acres of land is losing even that. 
in M.P. the Chattisgarh area was once known as the grainbowl of the state. The reality today is that pene a 
being forced to migrate to other places at a large scale. ree ah return only during festivals. ae “ed 
locked up rest of the time. People are being affected by big projects, but in the past 4-5 aa we 
adivasis are being forced off their lands by political leaders, caste leaders, vested interests etc. 
In Ekta Parishad we are working on the issue of land because despite being ae 1 pie as caer 
rights over it. They are being ousted from their tangs arbitrarily. In the foes pate ; 
required for a school or panchayat bhawan, adivasis are thrown out of their lands. ! | me? 
ter had recently declared that those adivasis who have been occupying forest land before 


sions taken by the state e.g. dams. We 
a few basic issues like land. That apart, 


o not have 


The Chief Minis 
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ment and never became a policy. The 
lly because of migration due to land 
d for their own needs they are 


mained a populist announce 
lity being disrupted tota 
eir forests. If they gather woo 
forests ? 


have a right to it and will be given pattas. This re 
relationship between adivasis and forests is in rea 
Adivasis are being removed from th 
punished. But what when sarkar lines up trucks to get wood from these very | : 
new dimensions wi 
We basically work on these issues but we are not very sucessful as Cael ae past 
i ivasi Id faces this problem. Forests a 
each passing day. In adivasi areas every househo 
afforestation, they have no land. Sarkar is destroying forests and then it mame to generate mare sdillede = 
trenches and take over the land. Which is also a reason why people are losing land and are migrating. In Itarsi a 
Gwalior even mazdoori is not available, people are forced to leave. 
Women, adivasis, the poor and other vulnerable communities are being affected badly. Their situation is almost like 
that of bonded labourers. Women are raped. There are many families in Bilaspur, Rajpur and Pithorabad that have 
not been able to return, about whom there is no information. The main reason is that they once owned land and 
today have been deprived of it. Landlessness is increasing. 


Adivasis are mostly dependant on land, they know all about working on land. Thus they are not able to accept 
other work so easily, they lack other skills. Sanctuaries and national parks are also causes of displacement. We 
work in Mandla district in M.P where the Kanha national park is situated. People have been evacuated and if they 
are caught hunting, they are given harsh punishments. But sarkar does not think of compensation when a tiger kills 
the cattle of the adivasis. In the Bandhwagarh National Park in Shahdo! district the same situation prevails. The 
animals and the officials together have terrorised people there. The sarkar has no answers to these questions. All 
they say is, if you have problems here you can leave. There is nothing for the people but the police and /athis. 


alienationi..-..4--.-.- 


93 villages are to be displaced by the Sanjay National Park, some are in Sarguja, some in Sidhi. Adivasis can not 
walk around with the ku/hadi, which is part of their culture, neither can they go with dogs, cattle cannot be sent for 
grazing as in the Kanha National Park. They cannot smoke bidis. They are not allowed to collect minor forest 
produce, their only source of livelihood. Not that they are allowed to earn much—banias catch them even before 
they can reach the market, they snatch their tokris from them. 


In Bastar, Raigadh and Shalndol too, the story remains the same. They do not have control even over their own 


People are affected by big projects and polices. But thou 
of afforestation, reserve forests and sanctuaries lar 
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ASHA SINGH 

GWALIOR SCIENCE CENTRE 
GWALIOR 

M.P. 


Ravines are formed by a natural process. Large areas are cut into layers of mud and are transformed into ravines 
causing deep ditches or mountains of mud. Gradually the entire area is finished off. In some places it gets too high, 
in some too low. Often entire villages get wiped off. Everything is destroyed-rivers, nullahs-nothing remains The 
stretch of land on the banks on the river Chambal is so affected by this. 


Despite the river, many villages have a water problem. At times they have one well in which water may last only for 
an hour. Most people use camels for the transportation of water. Bhind and Morena face this problem on a large 
scale. Hundreds of villages and thousands of people have been destroyed by it. Many more areas can be 
transformed. 


In the Chambal Ghati 5000 ha of agricultural land is being transformed yearly. The Science Centre had conducted 
a study on this. The conclusions of this study are : there has been a 36% increase in the formation of ravines in 
Bhind and Morena. 12 lakh people are affected by it. The social, economic and cultural lives of villages are in a 
constant state of disruption and dislocation because of this. 

ve on their own for places that seem to be a bit better, to move 


Villages are being displaced repeatedly. People lea 
rtain future. At the new place there can be any number of the 


when the land is cut into again. They face an unce 
usual problems of lack of electricity, water or housing. 

es or face unemployment. Villages have been fragmented. People live in 
| relations have been broken up. Villages that were once well off have now 
oyment. Their main mode of transportation are camels. No other mode is 
ks. The whole area becomes a labyrinth of ravines and one can easily get 
cultural land. There are no hospitals, electricity or roads. It is ironical 


People either find work in nearby citi 
groups of 15 or 20. Kinship and socia 
become symbols of poverty and unempl 
possible as there are no pathways or trac 
lost. Some villages have been left with no agri 
that people are dying of thirst on the banks of Chambal FIVEL.... seve 

There are many social problems because of this. Marriages have become difficult as nobody likes to send their 
children here. Chambal is also notorious for dacoits. The ravines give them places to hide. When dacoits come RS 


their way, life becomes difficult for the people. Dacoits take their daily 


the dacoits. The police poses another problem, they accuse the people of RO 


villagers. They are forced to provide for | | . 
conniving with the dacoits. Either way, if they co-operate they face physical and other kinds of assaults. It is as F » * 
j i nt enlace biatnpnlales ae ant ie Bg 

though life has become a punishme Px HEAT =~ ws 


hy pn, aE oq? 
(4 i = = » bs 
Neoar Ven aRaAey \ \ * 


necessities of water, food etc. from the & mS 
RN 
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acoits. They are not interested in 


The government says that it cannot do anything for the people because of the d 


solving the real problem : that of the ravines. | 
be solved by one single yojna. Government schemes 


nnot ifi 
genes e keeping in mind the specific 


believe that this is a very complex situatio 
a These schemes have not been mad 


usually fail due to lack of co- ordigated effort. 
problem of ravines. 
Officials do not work with either the required sincerity 


programmes are often a cause of conflict. The administra 
programme some areas have been levelled for agricultural purposes. But very 


this : it all depends on the number of politicians known to them. 
A canal has been constructed for irrigation. All the forests around this area have been cleared. Because of this, the 
problem has been aggravated ! The consequences of attempts meant to solve problems are opposite to that of the 


intended effects............ 
Dams have been constructed in some places. Here villages are being submerged. Some people are being 
displaced by the ravines, others by dams............ people are encircled by problems. 


There are 5-6 rivers here, Chambal being the main one. People who were dependant on forests are now forced to 
move on the other areas. Pressure on forests have increased, water runs off because of soil erosion. All the water 
collects on productive land which gets waterlogged. Agricultural activity suffers in any case. First because of the 
ravines and secondly because of the destruction of the forests. 


nor an understanding of the problems. Government 
tion had initiated an irrigation scheme and under this 
few farmers have got the benefits of 


Women here follow the purdah system, dowry is practised. Women cannot get out of the house. We go to them for 
a small bit of information e.g. how many family members there are. Let 'him' come, they answer. 'He' will tell you 
how can we answer your questions without asking 'him’............ 


There are many social disadvantages. Famil i i 
: y controls are very firmly in place. Bereft of employm 
survival, families often sell women. : at ele 


Women are victims of sexual exploitation. They are not educated and are often killed at birth. They are abducted 


by dacoits, anti social elements. The number of d j 
: ; . eaths occurin Pere : : 
suicide or are murdered. 9 due to dowry are very high: women either commit 


Sometimes women go out to cities in search of work. They are abducted in 


cities as well as in vi : 
gaurantee that a woman who has gone out of her house will retur a8 In vilages, Uiieloae 


nin the evening. Recently a woman was 


Cc 
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V NIT| DEWAN 
MADHYA PRADESH MAHILA MANCH 
HOSHANGABAD 
M.P. 


Hoshangabad district in M.P. is rich in natural resources. 
The Tawa dam in the Kesla block caused large scale 
displacement. 25-30 villages were uprooted there and they 
were shifted to different places, the community was 
fragmented. They were given some land and a tin house 
each, under the Indira Awas Yojana. Their condition has 
gradually worsened............. 


In addition a proof range has been set up in Kesla near - 


tarsi. This has caused some more displacement. Many 
villages were displaced to be resettled in the same 
fragmented way as the others. There is a factory where 
bombs are tested. It covers about 20-25 kins and this is the 
route people use to come to itarsi. There are no fixed 
timings for bomb testing and people often get killed if they 
happen to pass by while testing is going on. 

People have lost their lands, forests have been destroyed. 
With loss of means of livelinood, people began collecting the 
brass shells blown off the bombs at testing, to sell them 
later. Often they stand too close to the place where testing is 
going on, after which they collect the pieces of metal. 
Many-a-times as they are gathering the shells, another 
bomb goes Off. This has led to a very bad situation. 
Chindpani, a village in this area is called the village of 
widows as all the men here have been killed by the bombs. 


the Tawa dam are waterlogged 


Some of the villages near 
ds have been submerged. Crops 


during monsoon and the lan 
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troyed. 
i t, the crops are des 
ly after the waters have receded. If it rains heavily ater tha 
be grown only ee area 
Be Baymont ia big protsiatn, al are gaisnay migrating 'or tell us that contractors have come up 
i blem. Women labourers te , ee 
sment of women is another pro ; ee inci wane 
oe ie sony women between 18-22 years will be taken out for mazdoori. This 
with a new rule : 


bodies are strong will be taken. ee 
The third cause of displacement here is the Tiger Project : the Kesla block has been ruth yp 


i . An andolan has begun 
Tiger project will uproot 17 villages. The Bori sanctuary falls in the area near proof range 


against the project. ; me. 
A child of about 15-16 years was raped by goondas in Madhiko village on the odo of the Sas oe 
criminals have been caught, the others are still free. These girls had gone to Itarsi for mazdoori an 

back when one of them was caught. They raped her all night. She was left the next day. 


i ‘ to 
The girl and her family were brave they filed an FIR. A delegation of women's groups had gone eine ean 
all three girls who had been present then and wrote a report. We also met the Collector and ue thane 
refused to give us the medical report. The girl had not been given a copy of the FIR so we asked for it. 


We met the SP who shouted at us saying that the girl must have suffered only a scratch or Da 
He was reducing rape to a scratch ! Why are you creating such an uproar, he said, is this the only work left for 
women's groups. To go around finding out where rape has occurred and then blowing up the issue ? 


Rape is very commonplace, he Said, look at international statistics. And then, all this okay for adivasis, they don't 
bother too much about rape..... ! 


This is the kind of contempt they hold adivasis in. A brouhaha has been created in the name of literacy these days 
in Hoshangabad. In this context, the Collector had gone to Kesla and had sent word through Batibai, the woman 
Sarpanch there, that he wanted to see women do the Gondi dance. Batibai is a simple woman and has been 
elected for the first time. It was only the presence of women's organisations that prempted such a thing from 
happening. She would not have been able to desist on her own. She is, after all, under his authority. The attitude of 
the administration is extremely patriarchal and disgusting in the extreme. 


In villages in the Kesla block, the problem of rape is very severe. On the hand, the CM has acknowledged that the 


highest number of rapes have occurred in MP this year. On the other is the SP who maintains that this is anyway 
happening at an international scale | 


A 65-year old women in Betul district was elected in the Panchayat. The Savarnas of the village harrassed her 20 
days after the elections she was r , 


aped, stripped and paraded in the village. This is not an isolated incident. | 
attracted attention because she is a sarpanch t. Ht only 
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MUNNIBAI 

ADIVASI MUKTI SANGHTANA 
SENDWA 

KHARGONE 

M.P. 


In our area women's organisations are very strong.......... we have been working for the past three years and have 
been campaigning against foreign liquor. We have met the CM and submitted a memorandum.... 


a 
p 


Adivasis drink mahuva, but that is very different from foreign liquor. Very big contracts are being given for the 
manufacture of liquor in our area. The amounts involved are to the tune of Rs. 20-35 lakhs....Hundreds of women 


are part of our campaign..... 
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ALIRAJPUR 
JHABUA 
M.P. 

In Jnabua people are not bein displaced directly due to 
development like dams or rine AC _ commission and 
omission in the name of development have,reduced people 
to a state where they cannot survive in the village I heir lot —_ 
is to carry on a threadbare existence,or do a in an 
industrial belt outside Jhabua. a —— 


Jhabua is known as the fortress of the Bhils. There are others —@S 
communities here with their own distinctive lifestyles like the 

Naiks. Some villages on the banks of banks of the Narmada lie 
in the submergence zone of the SSP. That apart, a dam is being] 
planned on the river Hathni, where adivasis will be submerged and y) 
the waters will go to Patidar villages. In addition, the area has Seer 
a massive destruction of forests. 


7 


Dense forests were first cut down by the British for the Setting of 
railway tracks. The first railway line in the Delhi-Bombay route was the 
reason why valuable sag was chopped down from here. After that trees 
on the banks of the Narmada were cut down to feed the needs of 
industrialisation in Gujarat. Logs were taken by river to Bharuch to makée=— 
ships around 150 years back. 


/ 


( 


People still managed on the resources of the forests. According to sarkari 
Jargon these are degraded forests. People say, we have been living here, 
farming on these lands for years. Sarkar says this is sarkarj forest land. And 
the forest department comes here to cut down trees, take other resomNess 
every year. When this happens, people confront them, because they cannot live \ 
without forest land Cultivation. There is no alternative therefore but to controm\\ 


the state. This is displacement, when People are ousted from their forests : 
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Migration is another feature of life here. Surat, Kota, Navasan, Indore, Delhi and Bhopal are some of the places 
where adivasis of Jnabua can be spotted doing mazdoor on the streets. 

The costs of this kind of migration are borne mostly by women. Women say that kadia kaam is very strenuous, they 
cannot do it for more than 10-12 years. Older women work on the fields, they get only Rs. 8 as wages. Offen they 
are driven off empty-handed by ‘contractors after having worked. Many have had to walk all the way to Chota 
Udepur to get back home. Last year when the plague scare hit Surat, the adivasis of Jnabua were the worst 
affected. 


Because they were living in the filthiest of conditions. People fled from there and walked all the way, they left their 
belongings, their wages... To return back after 2-3 months. 

Women can be seen constantly struggling. In some areas like Sorwa or Ankut, women can also seen weilding the 
plough.......... We do not face a real problem organising women. It is we who are not able to do it... 


Sarkar knows that the worst effects of the new ec ay policies will be borne by the poor and that they will 
St re 
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condition is very bad. We ca 
our hills. We cannot live like thi 


homes. We will come when you are in trou 
each other's problems... 


We left our villages to work in Navsari . We are called ‘mama log’, we 2 are adivasis, 
we are not dirty. But yes, we do everything on our own from childhood ards. in the. fields, grow our 
crops....For our stomachs, we work on mud, with mud. In the m nook 

muddy....Because we sow seeds and wo 


rk on the farm. W 


will half a kilo feed. We get together and grow things. 
This is how we work, that is how we earn. We do not 


PRAMILA 
FARR 
ORISSA 


In our area the forests of the adivasis are bein 


Polluted. Adivasis do not get anything. The Balco f 
available to People. 


9 chopped down for bi 


g. \dustrie ahd the environment get 
actory destroyed all the forect. hes 


orests there and with it all the medicines 
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The streams will be destroyed, the hills will be destroyed and so will the people. What use do we have of the Balco 
factory ? We do not want it. 


ihe Balliapal region where the testing range was to come up is very fertile, very productive. People face 
displacement if it comes up, the land will be destroyed. All big industries, all these big dams are not for the poor, it 
is to kill the poor. We should stand together and oppose them all.... 


Our organisation is spread over 7 districts, in 2000 villages. The problem is how to create jan sanghathans, how to 
help adivasis, fight for their rights in villages. Most of the adivasis here are dependent on bamboo; they make 
bamboo baskets and sell it in the bazaar for their livelihood. But paper mills here cut down bamboo and they do it 
without any regard for regeneration. We organised women there and stopped this. Like in the Chipko movement, 
women embraced the bamboos. 


We have also begun organising meetings with women so that adivasi women can influence the sarkar. There are 
many organisations in Orissa that work amongst adivasis. Whenever we can, we organise sammelans together. 


We have also sent a memorandum to the CM. Our demands were : the land at 30% slopes should be given to 
women because most of them do not have pattas and there are no sarkari records. There are reserve forests and 
revenue lands but very few people have land in their names. The second demand was that when land is divided it 
should be done in the name of men and women both. The third was that licencing of liquour shops should stop. 


Adivasis should be given licences to collect minor forest produce was the next demand. Women should be given 
preference in schemes like the Jawahar Rojgar Yojana—a committee should be set up for this. 

We had 9 such demands. Important amongst these was the demand that people's consent should be taken before 
constructing/planning dams and other such projects. : 

A month after the presentation of the memorandum the CM called us for talks. Most of the demands were met and 
orders were issued. But two of them i.e. concerning liquour shops and consent of people were not agreed to. 


are given land. In 1994 they agreed to stop licencing liquour shops. 
hilika Bachao, Balliapal and Balco struggles. Here people fought so 
Women lay on the ground in front of trucks, determined not to let 


The policy has changed, both men and women 
This had a good effect. We are linked to the C 
hard that work has stopped in all three places. 
them proceed..........+- 


We did a month-long padyatra in the Dandakaranya area against 16 mega- projects.......:.-. 
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v DIPTI 
SIPU-DANTIWADA BANDH 
BANASKANTHA 
GUJARAT 
Banas is the main river in Banask . 
Sipu were two dams constructed on the river Banas. It has been 25 years since then. 
The kind of effect the dams would have on the villages downstream had not been a concern then. Water in the 
wells of these villages dried up gradually. The river water drains off into the Rann of Kutchh. Because of inundation 
so much water used to flow into the farms earlier [before the dams] that in one season itself the crop yield was 
enough to last 3 years. One of the villages was in fact called Paydaishpura because of the abundant yield. 


antha, on the banks of which has flourished an entire culture. Dantiwada and 


But now because of the two dams, the flow of water has been obstructed, the wells have dried up, crop yields have 
fallen. Drinking water has become scarce. With the help of the Netherlands government a 70 kms long pipeline was put 
in to provide water to downstream villages. During the 1986-87 drought there was no water even through the pipeline. 


Trenches were dug in the river to get water. In the morning women would take a pot, dig the ground for water and 
wait 5-6 hours for water. The uncertainty was acute and so was the scarcity. Women would scoop out water with 
katoris. They would have to walk 4-6 kms for 1-1" potful of water. Sometimes they would slip and fall in the silt, 
injuring their hands, legs or backs..... 


A Lok Samiti was formed, comprising 120 villages. We field a writ petition for riparian rights. We struggled against 
the sarkar. As a result the construction of the canal was Stopped. Instead of diverting the waters it was decided to 
allow it to flow into the river itself. Negotiations also brought another decision : enough water would be released to 
fulfil the requirements of even the last village downstream of the dam. And if the monsoons fail as much water as 
the villages required would be released. 


But the problem is that we have to go to the authorities eve 
ry year, 50-60 
water... y of us, to remind them to release 
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~ KANTA 
MAHI-KADANA DAM 
GUJARAT. 


Around 22 years back Kadana dam was constructed. 53 villages were submerged in Gujarat. Today 22 lakh 
people are without land.....They have no drinking water. There is no certainty at all....people = to ere to do 
mazdoori and feed their children. Sarkar does not care at all. They have no handpumps, no wells We need the 
support of women from all other states to change the situation.......... | | 


— 


v GEETA 
MANAV KALYAN TRUST 
SABARKANTHA 
GUJARAT 
: a y against the 
| come from Gujarat. Our organisation had waged a struggle I only to big. 
Dharoi dam. The riverbed was accessible [for cultivation] intarvenil 
farmers. Adivasis used to do mazdoori. Our organisation 70 villages 
samiti was 


after seeing the kind of exploitation adivasis were subject to. . 
in Khedbramha were organised. The youth were trained, a 


formed. 


d. But they were marginalised as they were poor. The samiti demanded 


The Dharoi dam was built on adivasi lan 


land for the adivasis. 
Sahakari Mandali was formed, each x BS 


e andolan gained pace. The Kheti 
member give Rs. 11. A satyagraha was launched. The sarkar gave empty assurances. Adivasis lost faith. The next oS 


programme was an even larger satyagraha of 10,000 people. Taking their daily necessities with them people ~ s 
marched to the dam. They said they would not move till they got rights over the land. Ultimat 
SEAN HEAT SS oo 


But the sarkar did not respond. So th 
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i ncontinues 
fields of the big farmers, treating it as their own lands, et own crop. ei thought that if the andola 
the land would have to be given to the people. A compromise was effected. — 
People were promised land, but were not given any. Demoralisation set in. i. ae dhs meme 
Be sss that any official or policeman entering the village would be stripped i y 
villages. That was when the sarkar was forced to give land to the people. 


eae crseesecese 


Adivasi men and women were therefore successful, but a lot of effort went into it 


eT 

p SANABHAI hl, 
PANAM DAM \ V, 
SANTRAMPUR S A 
PANCHMAHALS = aed Se 
GUJARAT : = —~ 

The Panam dam has submerged 41 villages. No compensation: has A / \ 


been given as yet, neither do we have proper housing. The land is not 
good. The displaced people are unhappy. 22 years since the dam, we 
have tried to build a women's organisation but it is difficult. 


The situation is bad enough and now a Power house is being built on the Kadana dam. Work began last year. 
Compensation being given for land lost to the powerhouse is about Rs. 1500-1 600 per acre whereas the 
government has bought land at the rate of Rs. 15,000-20,000 per acre. The disparity is obvious. 


able to grow a single grain of wheat. Their lives are so difficult. Housing, clothing, food, education are all major 
Problems.....8-10 such small irrigation schemes are to come up here. 


Please take note of this and help us to start an andolan 
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a 5 

A 
USHA 
SWASHRAYA 
BARODA 


My name is Usha. | have come from Baroda, | live in GIDC there. We 
have been living there for the past 10 years. The Municipality did not give 
any notice, they did not tell us. The police came and broke our homes. 
The sun was so harsh that day that even a mother would find a child a 


brought hammers, broke our walls, threw away our fuelwood......... 


burden....Our pots of water were smashed, our vessels thrown out. They ah ip 
AY d 


We said, bhai, we are poor. Let us be. Why are you driving us out. They 
said, where do you come from. We said, our desh is very far away. They 
said go back to your desh. We were driven out of our desh, we replied, 
that is why we have come to this pardesh. Why should we have come 
here otherwise? 

This is sarkari land. Sarkar will not allow you to 
live here, was their final answet.........-- 


o% 
They came and broke our homes. We Kop 


watching. We went to the corporation office. ey.z, ANY ) aa 


did not listen to us. We filed a case ins 


Ahmedabad. We went for hearings too. The case 


is still going on.. 
At our basti we do not have electricity or water. 
The garbage of the whole world is dumped at our 
doorstep. It stinks, diseases spread in the basti. 
We live there in bad conditions, the poor have no 
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eg 
y BINA 
SWASHRAYA 

BARODA 

GUJARAT | 
The resources that are taken from rural areas and centralised in urban areas are not uniformly distributed. There is 
stratification in urban areas and people in bastis do not have access to these resources. 


People in urban slums have usually been displaced from rural areas. In Gujarat, . 
industrialisation and urbanisation has been taking place at a very rapid pace. This is because of the polices 
followed by the state. The implications for women in bastis is all around insecurity. Firstly their means of livelihood 
has been left behind in the villages and now in bastis they face the insecurity of employment and housing. Which 


puts tremendous pressure on women. 
Sarkar makes use of the law, there is actually provision in law that allows the state to uproot families and demolish 
’ their houses at any point they wish. And as the city grows the bastis draw the attention of the Corporation as they 
occupy land on which bridges, factories or roads can come up. So people are shifted, in the name of town planning. 
The poor obviously don't fit into these plans.... 


There is no process of consultation with people who are thrown out on the boundaries of the city. Usually they do 
not earn much and bulk’ of their earnings now after relocation are spent commuting to their place of work. The - 
contribution of basti-dwellers to urban economy is substantial but they do not get anything in return. 


When we talk of strategies it is important to look at what is happening in cities because those who are currently 


being displaced or face displacement are to possibly confront the same future once the cycle of dispossession is 
complete. 
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pa 
NANDINI 
GUJARAT VISTHAPIT SANKALAN SAMITI 
GUJARAT 


The issue of indirect displacement is crucial and needs attention. For example, the utilisation of ground water 
resources leading to depletion of water resources and the consequent impoverishment of people. 


In Sabarkhantha 90 lakh liters of water is being drawn from 50 villages by Gujarat Mineral Development 
Corporation. Women from these villages have come here, an andolan is going on. People say that our water 
should be given to us and not go to the factories. A new organisation has been formed and women are active in it. 
Financial inputs for development are going into certain areas of Central Gujarat like Anmedabad, Baroda, Kheda. 
People are being forced to come to these areas. 


_ 

| RAJUBHAI . 
GUJARAT VISTHAPIT SANKALAN SAMITI 
GUJARAT 


in Gujarat have determined to make it the number one industrialised state in 
000 crores is slated for industrial development here. 

ogether to put their issues before the government. But nothing has 
gional meetings are held in different areas. 


You must have heard that politicains 
the country. An investment of Rs. 90, 


Since the past 20-25 organisations have come t 


come of it. We have begun a process whereby re 


The samiti also organised a sammelan last year when 400 people from different areas came together. 


acement : due to dam 
rivers, it is a big issue for downstream villages. 


There are mainly 4-5 kinds of displ s, canals, big industries and mining. In North Gujarat big 
dams have been constructed on all 
ands and move on to other 


Desertification in Kutchh has led to large numbers of people having to leave their | 


places. 
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BHANWARI BAI 
BISALPUR BANDH SANGHARSH SAMITI 
TONK 


RAJASTHAN 
| kar gave people an 
It has oven 8 years since the dam has been built and people have been submerged. Sarkar g p 


ed them. They 
assurance that they would be given compensation. People took this at yg value. The sarkar Sha miata 
have neither land, houses, or food to eat. It has been 4 years since 65 villages have been su ged. 


get groundnuts, bajra, maize, jowar and peas-nothing at all. We are troubled............. 


‘ ere ciao ken Aa 
We have not got land for land. All the women in the villages-women like Kalibai, Mangibai—all got liam. 
decided to go to the Narmada Bhawan. we thought let's form an organisation. Let's work together so we lau 


a struggle. 80,000 of us. We won. 


+ 


aa 


JASODABEN 
KADANA DAM 
RAJASTHAN 


| have come form Banswara, Rajasthan. The Kadana dam was constructed 22 years back. Some people received 
compensation and thousands did not. 142 villages of Rajasthan have been submerged by this dam, 53 in Gujarat. 


People have been impoverished. They do not have food to eat, no clothes to wear. People have to Struggle for 
survival. 
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ee 
pe BHARTI 
YUVA 
MUMBAI 
MAHARASTRA Sy il 
When people are displaced and roam from pillar to post ~\ a 
in search of mazdoori they come to glittering cities like “GaN en 8 


Mumbai and live on footpaths, near pipelines, railway 
tracks and begin life anew. But they live in insecurity Z 
because sarkar can remove them at will. Women faceJ 

tremendous insecurity. They live in bastis where no civic N 
amenities are provided. There is no water, electricit 
They face attacks by policemen, goondas and polificians 


alike. Collection of haftas in the jhopaapattis o — ~ 
is common place. : LB Gz 


ee 
\ _—- 
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Soh 


ANASUYA MANE 


YUVA 

DHARAVI 

MUMBAI | 
| live in Dharavi, the biggest slum in Asia. How did Dharavi come to be created ? —— there = drought ‘ 
Maharastra, people left their villages and came to Mumbai for mazdoori. And settled in Dharavi There a a 
earthquake in Maharastra, people came to Mumbai. And settled in Dharam’. That asic Dharavi was pies 
People were thrown out for other reasons, they came to Mumbai, lived in Dnaree". This is the Dharavi tha 
everyone talks of ........... It slowly became a very big slum. Home to many families, Dharavi oem: = people 
looked upon it as their own village, their home. We made it a shelter, we decorated it, we learnt to live with it. 


And what is the sarkar saying today ? Mumbai will become India's Hongkong, so Dharavi should be removed. The 
sarkar wants to remove it because Dharavi does not fit into this scheme. How will they do it ? With buildozers. By 
demanding payment for land. People who live here earn Rs. 20 a day, how can they possibly pay Rs. 1.5 lakhs to 
the BMC ? Widowed women, deserted women, where will they get so much money from ? Give us lakh of rupees 
and an assurance than you will never come back to Dharavi,go anywhere they say. How can we do that. Women 
who have come here, who were born here think of it as home. And people who came here have already been 
displaced once, twice, several times over........... 

| came here in 1958 when | got married. | had come to Dharavi for the first time. | saw it grow over the years. We 
cannot allow the sarkar to remove it. We have formed the Dharavi Nagrik Samiti and a Mahila Manch against 
displacement........... 


- 
y 
KAMAL 
YUVA 
MUMBAI 


| . . . = 

hie ‘a ) Sewri for the past 20 years. On the footpath. We have no toilet facilities, no water or electricity. The 
, Pally gives us a lot of trouble. They come to evict us. They say go wherever you have come from How d 

we do that. If we had enough to eat there why should we have come to Mumbai in the first place ? | ; 
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We fought against the police, we did not leave when they came. Do what you will, we are not going to leave our 
place, we told them. Elections came round. They came to us for votes. The Shiv Sena won. Will they listen to us ? 
They want to make Mumbai beautiful, and once they decide that, without doubt they will remove bastis. They think 
we are like an ugly black mark on the body. What about the lives of the poor.......... ? } 


The BMC squad comes everyday, they bring vehicles. | had bought clothes for my son's marriage. The squad 
arrived on the same day. They took everything, we lost all but the clothes on our bodies. 


So the poor don't need houses ? Whenever there is a theft the police rushes into jhopadpattis first.......... they think 
that we are theives. They enter any house and conduct searches. Don't the poor have any izzat ? Do the poor steal 
to live ? Tell me, do the rich ever come up without stealing ? 


If Mumbai is to be made beautiful, the attack will be on the poor. We have formed a Mahila Manch. We have learnt 
to confront the police without fear now. 


SY | 


MANIMALA 

JHARKHAND 
Maharastra takes pride that women are safe here and Mumbai is considered to be good that way........... But since 
the past 3 years the highest number of rapes have been occurring in Mumbal..... cre | had conducted a study on 
rape. | wished to find out who are the women who are being raped and who does sini hat on the basis of the FIRs 
filed for a year, | found that 89% of the women raped were those who had been displaced betiny had come to 
Mumbai from other places. Some had been uprooted from villages, some had come for mazdooii.........-- 


In 1993 | had conducted a similar study in Delhi to find that more that 80% of the rapes take place in jhuggies and 


on displaced women. a 
| am from Jharkhand and | have seen the impact of displacement on the oustees of the Subernrekha dam. As c A 
| have seen that people of this area are not cunning or manipulative. And now when my work ee me <a sina 
This is the cultural breakdown that we should take note OT. 
nobody dares to speak the truth now.........- ve e 

i Hifi common here. In one village | found that 4 women had committed suicide becauiee they = a2 
epeaceeiality were very upset that day. They said this never used to happen here even In the face of the wo 
raped. 


disaster.........-- 
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i i nd women were that of trust. 
. earlier relationships between men a | 
eee uld form relationships of their own free choice. And 
t look at every man with suspicion.........-- 
is. Even if land for land, house for 
ys a very fundamental aspect of 


Another change that dist 
Eve-teasing, molestation or rape was not common. People wo 


today those women who have never looked upon any man with distrus 
This is a deep, internal fragmentation of a community and we Ges’ to consider th 
house and crop for crop were to be given to the people, displacement destro 
life-aspiration-on the basis of which a lifestyle, a culture is formed. 


‘ea 

4 PAIRAVI 
NBA 
JHABUA 
M.P. 


We have been struggling for the past 10 years. Because we wish to save future generations from 


destruction........... We want them to be here, where we have lived. That is why men and women are both 


struggling... ee 

The M.P. sarkar has not, in so many years, even given us a handpump. How dare they tell us to leave our lands ? 
They have no right to come into our villages. When sarkari people come here, they think, these adivasis | How can 
they live on stony lands like these ? Whatever it be, this land is like our mother. And a mother is a mother, 


whatever she may be like........... 


We live here, we will not leave.......... our village, our forests, we will never leave them.......... we get whatever we 
need here. You see the hills in our area. It is here that we get ghee, bhaji,. milk. Our cattle get fodder here. The 
compensation sarkar gives us cannot even equal the bhaji we have eaten all our lives. What does the Sarkar have 
then, for the next generation ? 


We are determined not to leave. The big kisans of Gujarat have sold their land. Why ? To resettle adivasis ? It is a 
Pack of lies. Sarkar tells us we are buying land from big farmers for you. Another lie, we don't believe any of it. Has 
the sarkar ever bought land like this for adivasis ? That is impossible. | 


i a Strength from the decision not to move. We do not let anyone enter our villages to cut down forests 
either do we allow them to make roads. Or to evacuate us. We will continue to sit here even when the water 


A1 


D 


BASIKAKI 


Sarkar gave us 5 acres of land. 
meet. Sarkar says we have given 


land ? Or even less ?.When the calor cannot provide land for 19 vil 
for the other oustees [of M.P. and Maharastra] The sarkar is lying thro 


D KAMLU DIDI 

NBA 

NIMAD 

M.P. 4 
We first got to know about the dam when Medhajiji, Nandini and others rent around from house to house. That is 
when we realised that the sarkar plans to displace us. Women were ‘at first reluctant to.go for meetings or dharnas. 
We have never stepped out of the house, how can we go fora dhrarna, we thought. VaR eae women started 


coming out. 5 women at first, then 10, then 50........... * 
t to Kevadia, 60 kms away form the damsite. in Guida, 1 The sarkar had 


That is when Nimad awoke. We first wen 
it was beyond our comifghensig ‘Section 144 had been 


deployed such a large contingent of police, 
clamped.......... we violated orders in Kevadia. \ 
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| | ? | ched to Ferkuva on 
We went to Harsud, Women had gathered there in thousands from all over the country. ahaa” solfecant ame 
foot. With our food, wood for 22 days we sat ona fast. Having lost all sense of decency "7 Oe gink < 
midnight. Women immediately gathered there to prevent the 250 police men and pete te ae ieeanee 
SP, DSP had all come but we did not let them near the hunger strikers.......... that was mahila Snakul.......-+. 


Mumbai-there was an upsurge. An upsurge of protest. And as our struggle gained 
y ? Because the women of the country are now asserting 


We went to Bhopal, Delhi, 
urgency the dam construction gained speed. Wh 


themselves.......... so they are alarmed. © | | : 
World Bank was a big-donor. They had come to our.area. Women gheraoed them. | said to prem, we don't lack 
anything in our desh, why should we get out from here ? We can grow everything here, we live on the banks of 


Narmada, we breathe in this fresh air, we have no need for coolers. They couldn't understand any of what | said. 
They kept repeating, very good, very good ! 


We think the dam is destructive. We don't want it: The sarkar is hollow that is why the dam is also hollow. There is 
a crack init. The World Bank pulled out, but Chimanbhai was determined to go ahead. 


We went to Manibeli. There is a very good mandir there. Shoolpaneshwar is a centuries old mandir. God knows 
how the mind of the sarkar works, they submerged that mandir. Our task is to save all the remaining mandirs on 
the banks of Narmada. 


The police arrived suddenly when we were at Manibeli. We decided that we wouldn't let them enter. When the 

waters came, there were many friends, many supporters who told Medhajiji that she was doing the wrong thing. 

What will remain if all of you drown. No, she replied, | will sit here. There were other women there who sat with her. 

oo are So strong. | have not, in the past 10 years, seen women with so much courage. They sat there for many 
ays. 


The police said to them the waters will come. They said, these forests and these lands are Our own. It is not 
sarkar's that we will leave it and go away. But the police came and dragged them away. Today their condition is so 


. . . . . . 
? 


We, the women of Nimad have to support them. We live i 
- We live in pucca houses, we have not lost |i lat wi 
happen when the waters rise ? We will have to join them hese soe aa 


ee 

y 
ARUNDHATI NN r, 
NBA SS / 


MAHARASHTRA case = 


One of our most militant workers is not present in this meeting. mee “ 
Budhniben is longer amidst us. We want to remember Budhiben at fl \\ 
this sammelan. I 


She was from Antras, Gujarat. She was a very strong woman. The 

Gujarat sarkar wanted to rehabilitate them, the entire village was 
shifted. Budhiben and her family resisted. She put aside her home and was singleminded about resisting th 
dam. She had said come what may, we will not shift from here. This is our janmabhoomi and we will remain 
here. The sarkar had decided that the people would be shifted. Budhiben said, that may be your opinion, our 
decision is not to shift. 

She had begun the struggle even before the andolan had started. When all the other villages of Gujarat had begun 
moving, Budhiben's determination had held Antras firm. 

From the viewpoint of the sarkar, Budhiben had committed two crimes. First she belonged to a community that had 
no right to raise questions i.e. she was an adivasi. And secondly, she was a woman. Which is why she was raped 
by 3 policeman and the police patel of Antras. 

The sarkar thought that being an adivasi woman w 
her strength. She fought against it. The case did not procee 


as her weakness. It hardly realised that it was the foundation of 
d because the sarkari report said that she had not been 


ttled in Parveta had once written a letter to an organisation in 
connection with the problems they faced there. Among other things they had said in the letter, When we first saw 
the handpump being operated at Parveta, we did not know what it was. Water was for them, something that flows, 
it was a resource on which their lives had been built for so long. They could not comprehend how water could be 
controlled like this. They were not prepared even to touch handpumps. That water could be trapped and brought to 


them like this was a traumatic thought.......... 
cant ways in both farm and househol 


hold. Women are involved in collecti 
oduce is used not only for household needs ‘but 


The women of Manibeli who have been rese 


d activities. In adivasi areas land produce is 


on of mahuva flowers, tendu patta etc. The 
also for their own 


Women participate in very signifi 
not enough to sustain the house 


money they get from sale of minor forest pr 
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: only have skills 
individual requirements. After displacement the role of women as producers has been reduced. Not only 


become redundant, but their status in the household has gone down... 
omen a sense of security at their original villages. At resettlement 


i mes gave most w ee 
Easy access to their natal ho fe) fits of civilisation 


sites that security has been shattered. The government says that we have given adivasis the bene 
by resettling them close to roads and bus routes. But this supposed mobility does not mean much when people do 
have buses at their doorsteps but have no money for the fare... Women do not commute by buses for fear of 
sexual harrassment. No woman can sit in these buses and go to their natal homes 50 kms. away... 

There are many health related problems. For example if women have to defeacate they have to go in a group 
because resttlement in the to plains affords very little cover. Patidars do not allow them to use their fields and so 
they have to go to their own fields no matter now far it may be from their houses. Here again they face the 
possibility of sexual harrassment. 

Because of lack of social control, drinking and gambling has increased. No social pressure is possible because 
their society itself has’ broken up. Women suffer because of this.. Domestic violence has increased. No social 


support is possible. 
Nobody is willing to give their daughters for marriage in villages in the submergence zone. Because rehabilitation is 


uncertain and with only 5 acres land there is a question of how the family can sustain itself. In many areas 
marriages have broken up........... 


The wethiene of women has increased in resettlement sites. Earlier cattle could be left to graze on their own. Here, 
there is a fear of cattle entering patidar fields. Shepherding cattle is now women's task. Storage of water, collection 
of fuel and fodder is also women's work........... | 


lip 
a » 
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THE SAATALAI DECLARATION : 
WOMEN AGAINST DISPLACEMENT 


We-adivasi peasant, worker, artisan, slum-dwelling-women have gathered today on 28th March 1995 at 
Saatalai on the banks of the river Narmada to share our experience of displacement. In conclusion, we declare : 


* 


Big dams, factories, mines, power plants, nuclear plants and other such demonic projects that have come up all 
over the country for the so-called development of the nation, are taking over our water, forests, lands and other 
resources. They are bringing in its wake many kinds of displacements—all of which affect us severely. 


* Forest policies, sanctuaries and national parks are destroying our rights to forests and forest produce. In 
addition our rights over life- sustaining resources like fuel, water and fodder are being erased. It is women who 
bear the brunt of this entire process of inhuman development. On the one hand, our traditional rights and 
knowledge systems concerning use and protection of basic resources like fodder, forest produce, medicines, 
seeds and frees are being systematically and undemocratically wiped out. This has increased the burden of our 
work tenfold. On the other, our rights over and responsibilities torwards the development of the family, society 
and national is being severely restricted. 


Patriarchy has in any case, reduced us to secondary citizens. But now, modernisation and the new economic 
policies together have made the lives of women even more difficult. 


* Capital is being centralised in country. It is only a few areas and sections that receive the benefits of 
development. For this, natural resources and labour power of other areas and sections of people are being 
relentlessly exploited. This centralisation is increasing regional imbalances. As a result, regional and local 
identities are constantly under attack and are being distorted beyond recognition. Women suffer the most 
because of this. Our spheres of decision-making are shrinking drastically, our freedom is being put under an 


increasing plethora of controls. 

* Migration has increased manifold because of unequal regional development. Women-already burdened win 
migration as adivasis, Dalits, labourers and peasants-face additional oppression because of sexual iil 
and the discrimination of unequal wages. The disintegration of our villages, communities, homes and families 


has increased insecurity. | 
is being introduced on a large-scale : this causes 
placement from our villages, lands and homes we face 
suming, low-paid 


* Capital-intensive mechanisation in agriculture 


i i first. Alongwith dis 
unemployment, which hits women , A 
displacement from traditional occupations too. What we get in return are strenuous, time-con 


and low-skilled jobs, with no fixed working hours and little scope for individual growth. 
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ic policies an 
development policy, coupled with the new economic polct and on the 
from “ As a result, society is confronted with the destruction of natural resources on the one hand 


other, the increasing threat of breakdown of all social structures. | 
techniques that destroy land, pump the air 


‘ ° : vistia 
also been an increase in the use of machines, chemicals, j 
eipiiiee d causing mental and physical 


with poison affecting our health, reproductive capacities (including foetuses) an 
disabilities in humans as well as animals. 

The breakdown of our villages, families and communities has an adverse impact on regional diversity, 
traditional cultures, human relationships, aspirations and entire life styles. Distanced from our natal homes, 
displacement disperses our families : this distorts relationships between women and men, it destroys mutual 
trust and reduces our mobility and freedom. Anti-women practices and society evils like witch—hunting are on 


the increase. 
Driven off from our villages, we come to cities. We build homes on footpaths and slums. Here, even the basic 
minimum necessities like shelter, water, toilets and electricity are denied to us. 


Urbanisation and beautification of cities become reasons for being driven off once again from our lands. 
Displaced once, we face displacement repeatedly. We are in flight for the rest of our lives. Goondas and police 
alike harrass us. We are thought to be criminals and thieves. To survive, we are forced at times, to sell our 
bodies, self-respect and integrity. 


Many government schemes have come of up in the name of women's development; infrastructure and budget 
allocations are increasing- But on the other hand, the status of women is continuously being downscaled. 
According to a statement made by a Water Resources Minister, approximately 2 crores of people have been 
displaced by various development projects undertaken after independence. Of these, only 60 lakh have been 
compensated/rehabilitated. The other 1.5 crores, half of which are women, are missing, there is no information 
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* 


We feel that participation in struggle alone is not enough, we should also take the leadership. We have to take 
important decisions of both life and struggle. We have to lead organisations and change the direction of its 
growth. For this we will have to change unequal relationships in the house, unequal distribution of work and the 
societal framework of looking at women. 


We are clear that present-day development is anti-people, anti-women. It is meant to benefit only a favored few. 
We will get together to fight against it. We will also oppose interntional financial institutions like the World Bank 
that give financial support to beautify cities or make big dams. 


We are struggling for our rights to live and for the lives of the coming generations. We accept therefore the 
challenging, long and tough struggle ahead of us. We will create a society that is based on equality and is 
harmonious with nature where each one of us has a place. 


Date : 25th March 1995. Place : Saatalai, Dist : Dhar, Madhya Pradesh. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 


JYOTSNA TIRKI, 
SCMI, SEMBAR TOLI, POST. KALE, 


DIST, RANCHI, BIHAR-864006. 


JAGMANI TOPNO, 
SCMI, KHORATOLI, POST. NAMKON, DIST. RANCHI, BIHAR 


JYOTSNA SHEELA DANG, 
SCMI, TULHUNDU, POST. MUKAM, DIST. RANCHI, BIHAR. 


PRAMILA SWAIN/KANAK LATA MOHANTI, 

FRIENDS ASSOCIATION FOR RURAL RECONSTRUCTION, 
(FARR), AT POST MUNIGODA, 

DIST. RAIGADA, ORISSA-765020. 


NIRANJAN PANDYA, 
"ADHIKAR" (STATE CAMPAIGN FOR HOUSING RIGHTS) 


D-4, UNIT - Ill, KHAREWELNAGAR, 
BHUWHNESHWAR, ORISSA. 


VIJAYAMMA/JOSE PETER, 
ADHIVAKTA, MELKEVATIAM-POST, 
KOTTAYAM, KERELA-686652. 


DAYA, 
VISHWODAY, MANKAPUR FARAS, NAGPUR-30. 


BHARTI DEWAN, 
YUWA, 8, GROUND FLOOR, 
33/2 MUGHBAT CROSS LANE, MUMBAI-400004. 


ANASUYA MANE 
ULKUST MAHILA SANGHATHAN, 
YUVA,, 33/2 MUGHBAT CROSS LANE, MUMBAI-400 004. 


KAMALBEN, . 
FOOTPATH NAGRIK SANGHTHAN, 8, GROUND FLOOR, 
33/2 MUGHBAT CROSS LANE, MUMBAI-400004, 


TULSABAI NAGOLKAR, 
MAZDOOR SANGHTANA, GANDHI MARG, AKOLA, 
MAHARASTRA-333001. 


K.V. VARGHESE, 
KALA KENDRA FINE ARTS ACADEMY, 
MUVATIUPUJA, ERNAKULAM, KERELA-686673., 


NIRUPAMA, 
“SUR SANSTHA", 
SHREE BEDERKAR DAKSHINAMURTHY CHOWK, NAGPUR-2., 


SHOK, 
ba *ASTHA SANSTHA", 107, HAROL COLONY, 


UDAIPUR, RAJASTHAN-313001. 


5. BHANWARI BAI, 
BISALPUR BANDH SANGHARSH SAMITI, 


C/O, RC MITIAL, B/D TEHSIL OFFICE 
DEOLI, DIST. TONK, RAJASTHAN-304804. 


16. KALURAM BHAI/MANJI BHAI PATEL, 
JAN SAHAYOG SAMITI, 
HARI PURA, POST. BAGIDORA, 
DIST. BANSWARA, RAJASTHAN. 


17. SHAKUNTALA KASHYAP, 
EKTA PARISHAD, 
AT POST KARTALA, 
VIA BHASMA, BILASPUR, 
MADHYA PRADESH 


18. RUKMIN| GAUTAM/SHEELA VARMA, 
EKTA PARISHAD, GRAM : VILADI, 
POST. TILDA NEVRA, 

DIST, RAIPUR, MADHYA PRADESH. 


19.- PARVATI BEHN/MANU BEHN, 
BAUSI ~- 
POST BAGIDORA, 
- DIST. BANSWARA, 
RAJASTHAN. 


20. JASODA-BEHN PRABHUJI, 
ANANDPURI, POST : ANANDPURI, 
BAGIDORA, BANSWARA, 
RAJASTHAN. 


21. JAYSHREE/SILVY/UNDALI/PAIRAVI AND OTHERS, 


KHEDUT MAZDOOR CHETNA SANGHTHAN, ALIRAJPUR 


JHABUA, MADHYA PRADESH 


22. JULIE/ANNABAI/NAHATI/CECIL/-MARGARET 
PRERNA DAL, 
MISSION HOSPITAL, THANDLA, JHABUA, 
MADHYA PRADESH 


23. MUNNIBAI, 
Wen MUKT!I SANGHTHAN, 
TS, HOUSING BOARD COL 
SENDWA, DIST. KHARGONE, : 
MADHYA PRADESH 


24. SHRADHHA, 
ETA PARISHAD, DAHI, 
IL : KUKSHI, DIST. DHA 
MADHYA PRADESH 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 


KANTA/MEERA, 

EKTA PARISHAD, GRAM MOHALLA, 
POST. DHANGAVA, TEHSIL SEHORA, 
JABALPUR, MADHYA PRADESH 


KAUSHALYA PAWARANDIRA B.M. 


BHIMGARH BANDH VISTHAPIT AVAM PRABHAVIT SANGH 


SALIWADA, POST. BHIMGARH COLONY, 
DIST. SIVNI, MADHYA PRADESH 480 884. 


BASANTIBAI/ GIRABAI/TULSABAI/HAKIM SINH PATEL, 
BARGI BANDH VISTHAPIT AVAM PRABHAVIT SANGH, 
612 GURUNANAK MARKET, 

NAPIER TOWN, JABALPUR, 

MADHYA PRADESH 


NIT DEWAN. 

MADHYA PRADESH MAHILA MANCH, 
KASERA MOHALLA, HOSHANGABAD, 
MADHYA PRADESH 


VANDANA PARATE 
“AARUNYAK" 

SEWA GRAM, PANDURANA, 
MADHYA PRADESH. 


ASHA SINGH/NIRMALA SHARMA 
SCIENCE CENTRE, 
A-12, DARPAN COLONY, GWALIOR-474 007. 


SANTOSHI 
"SAMBHAV", GWALIOR. 


“SEWA" 
16-B, VAISHALI NAGAR, 
ANNAPURNA ROAD, INDORE, MADHYA PRADESH. 


NANDINVARUNDHATUMARY/VASIBEN AND OTHERS, 
NARMADA BACHAO ANDOLAN, 

B-13, SHIVAM FLATS, ELORA PARK, 

BARODA, GUJARAT. 


RAJU/DIPTI PUROHIT 
GUJARAT VISTHAPIT SANKALAN SAMITI, 


JUNA KOBA, GANDHINAGAR, 
GUJARAT-382 007. 


KAMLA YADAV/RUKMINI PATIDAR AND OTHERS, 
NARMADA BACHAO ANDOLAN, 

62, MAHATMA GANDHI MARG, 

BADWANI, KHARGONE, 

MADHYA PRADESH. 


SAVITA, SHARMISTA, MADHU, SUREKHA, GEETA, SHARDA, 
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37. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


42. 


43. 


MANAV KALYAN TRUST, 
KHEDBRAMHA, SABAR KANTHA, 
GUJARAT. i 


MANJI BHAI/BASANTI BEN/ LEELABEN/ RAMILA BEN, 
ADIVASI SARVODAYA VIKAS MANDAL, 

OPP. RAJMAHAL, SANTRAMPUR, 

PANCHMAHALS, 

GUJARAT. 


TIKHABHAV/RAMJIBHAIKANT ABEN/ 
VIMLA BEN KHADODIA, 

POST : PRATAPGADH, 
SANTRAMPUR, PANCHMAHALS, 
GUJARAT. 


JANER BEN/RVI BEN/ SANABHAI, 
SARVODAY GRAMEEN VIKAS TRUST, 
MOTI KHARSOLI, SANTRAMPUR, 
PANCHMAHALS, GUJARAT. 


BINA/GAURI/USHA, 

"SWASHRAYA", C/O RAVI ENTERPRISES, 
NR. MANEK RAO AKHADA, 

DANDIA BAZAR, 

BARODA-390 001. 

GUJARAT. 


GRAM BHARTI, 

TALWAI, TEH. MANAWAR, 
DIST. DHAR, 

MADHYA PRADESH. 


KAMLA, 

SAMPURNA KRANIT VIDYALAYA, 
VEDCHI, VALOD, SURAT-374641. 
GUJARAT 


SHUMITA GHOSH, 
CO-ORDINATION UNIT, 

802, ARUNACHAL BUILOING, 
17, BARAKHAMBA ROAD, 
NEW DELHI-110001. 


MONICA ROY, 

KARANPURA GHATI BACHAO ANDOLAN, 
SHIV MANDIR ROAD, 

GOSWAMI MOHALLA, 

BHATWARI, DIST. HAZARIBAGH, 

BIHAR. 
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